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TO WILL AND GRANT 


SEPTEMBER . |. 


genes that make +h em good at sports. Well, 


WITHOUT them. 


At this point m my life, T? 
gonna grow up +o become a professional athlete. 
So Tm of fici : 


The crazy thing is, T. used to actually LIKE sports. 
i re 


soccer. T. didnt know the rules, but neither did — 


dup a Sos Kide. Samast af dhe Anes was 


Nobody kept score, so you never. knew who was 


wr BS ee p N 
» ~ 
N e SP, V fre 
BOK ie f 


"Mas 


didn't really pay attention +o md T 


Tn fact, the refs didn't even blow their whistles - 


treat ourselves. 


SNACK SHACK | 


The coaches were really nice and made sure everyone 


gota chance to score. And that made everyone — 


to be worth something one day. 0 


SH 


Greg Heffley 


But when we get to kindergarten, everything E 


things we got away with the year before. 


the game, Id stand in the corner of the field — 


Trs not like T was getting a lot. of 1 mas time. 


the kids who were GOOD, and the rest of vs sat 
on the bench. 


me was because T was his “secret weapon" and he 


hu 


But T didn't understand that Mom was just 


whenever the coach DID put me in the game, Td 
go ovt there thinking T was hot stuff. 
CO eec OR On OA lll v 


Even the snack shack wasnt fun that year, Some 


sugary treats with HEALTHY options. — 


FRUIT 
SMOOTHIES 


After a bunch of kids got ticks from playing — 


Tn sure there are kids who are into those types — 


Todd 
Friedrich 


aon = : 


their teams to Victory. But T never had any 


10 


So one of these days somebody should write a book 


st sports. — 


T's not like Tie got anything again 


T watched the 


B 
Olympics on TV pretty much nonstop. 


PLAYING. Tn fact, this summe: 


AL 


Mom says she loves the Olympics because they show 


But if T just spent four years of my. life training 


FOOT FAULT 
ISQUALIFIED 


youre part of a TEAM, Because then, when you 
screw up, its harder for people to tell — 


e MIND IF I SQUEEZE 


Tn fact, if T was in the Olympics, FA be in 


youd have someone to BLAME. 


THINGS WERE GOING 


THUNDERBOLT HERE} - 
SCREWED UP! 


But now that T think about it, thats probably the 


Even though we watched a lot of Olympics coverage, 


For one thing, T dont see why they only hand 
out medals +o the athletes who take the top three - 


could keep going with the medals So EVERYONE. 


medal if you take first place, silver if you take —— 
second, and bronze if you take third. But T feel 
like there's a pretty big step down between silver 


nize. 
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At least gold and silver are WORTH something. - 
get a few bucks for it. 


* JEWELRY. 
Mwan | [WE BUY Bre} — 


4 ABSOLUTELY 
© A s P- ex NO REFUNDS 
"A * x 


(THIS DAZZLING 
MEDAL CAN BE YOURS 
TO-OWN!-SERIOUS — 


T H 
OFFERS ONLY! 


During the medal ceremony they have the top 


the other two athletes stand there and listen. —— 


But if T ever made it to the Olympics, my story 


ISSIS 
RIRIS SKS 
ROR Y 


SSO RSE 


Tim not an expert on this stuff or anything, but 


POTENTIAL. 


But maybe there are some sports that you can start 


represent your country as an Olympian, ho matter - 


never take it OFF. 


2A 


When you win à aold medal, youre set for LIFE. 


A l 


signing stuff. 


NO CHALKY 
RESIDUE! 
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The best thing about being an athlete is that you 


a person like me, because there are lots of places- 


Tdi ke to visit and things Td like +o see. 


A 


everyone looks up to 


FIRST ATTEMPT | 


23 


Tuesday 


I THOUGHT. When we got 


back +o school after summer vacation, there were — 


-CALLING ALL ATHLETEST- 


four years, and the last time they held i+ was 


when my brother Rodrick was my age. T. remember 
the winning homeroom got free ice cream at lunch. 


24 


Well, this year they've raised the stakes. Tf Žž 


motivated +o WIN 


But the person who wants the day off the ___ 
MOST is Mrs. Bosh, my homeroom teacher. She's - 
regnant and is always telling us how hard it is 
to be on her feet all day. 


25 


Well, T could use a day off from school, too. L 


don't want to let Mrs. Bosh or the rest of my 
pretty SERIOUS X. 


now. So unless T do something about it, T wont _ 


be able 4o help us on the big day. 


T told Dad T wanted to get in shape, and he 
said T could start going +o the gym with HIM 

Tm not trying to be rude or anything, but 
Dad's been going to the same gym for years, and - 
whatever hes doing there doesn't really look like — 


Z 
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But 1. figured anything would be better than 


ha Salat : X 
workout clothes and tagged along with Da d 


any people MY age there. Dad told me that 


There was all sorts of fancy equipment that T _ 
couldn't wait to try ovt. But Dad said it was best 


the gym where he li 


27 


When Dad showed me his exercise routine, T. — 


28 


But + the - thing iS, X. didnt really | know how To — 


Up Ay niti cH nn 


What T really wanted to do was try out some of — 


were hogging that equipment and staying on longer 


And even when T gave them a gentle reminder — — 


turn, nobody seemed to take the hint, 


[Č YOURE T 


WENT 
SECONDS OVER THE 
IT! 


45-MINUTE 
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So found the remote and changed the channel B 


There was à big screen on the front of the —— 


famous places o take your walk. 


PICK A 


ERA 


PACIFIC GREAT WALL CHAMPS- 


CAMINO DE 
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After T made my choice the treadmill started —— 
moving, and T felt like T. was actually walking 
along the Great Wall of China. 


But I Great Wall is STEEP, and T 


put a feet an either side of the conveyor belt and 


at the gym, and T started feeling a little guilty - 
about it. But T didnt know what T. should do 


NEXT, because T was running ovt of options. — 


33 


That's when a heard Some weird noises coming, from 


EGRUNNNTSS v 


T wanted to look like THESE guys, but T didnt 


was in the mood for chitchat. 


| ACTUALLY ON , 
THIS THING? 


After a while realized the people in there 
werent interested in helping a beginner like me, so 
T was on my OWN. And the first thing T had - 


T figured T. should pro robably focus oh my arms and. 
chest, because those are the muscles that make 


you look like youre. in shape. 
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So ae decided Td start with a few bicep curls and 


go from there. But T didnt want to overdo it, 
because at lunch Albert Sandy told vs 


about this bodybuil Ider who blew ovt a bicep, and T 


sure didnt want that happening to ME. 0 


T+ turns out T. didn't need to stress about it 


because T. couldn't even get any of the dumbbells — 


off the rack 
e ARRR RI? 
USE 
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T thought T might have better luck with the. ET 


lle FRUSTRATED. 
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But it turns out youre hot supposed to take the — 


other side. And E pparently people in the wei ight 


ox CRAS Zc 
\ v^ 


e — S =f jf 


ME 


A 


So T hat ; 
kids in the gym. But it doesnt seem right that — 


j 


Thursday : 
M r ) á à T 


nutrition is just as. important, and shed be happy 


SILVER F 
-ADULT i 


DIAPERS | 
E 


No offense to Mom or anything, but she's 


TERRIBLE at picking ovt snacks. She always buys 


any NEW snacks unti | weve eaten all the old ones. 


Q4 HADDOCK CMICRPEA " | à 


When we got to the grocery store today, T split 


healthy items just to make Mom happy. 


But it turns ovt MY idea of health food isnt the. 
Same ads MOMS. When we met back vp, she went 


over each item T. picked ovt and explained why it 
L 
lan O28 [5] 
2 €i in, iid 


She held upa bottle of fruit Juice, which o 
\ id choi 

wasnt any nutritional value to it. T told Mom she. 

was wrong, because there was a picture of tons of 

different fruits right there on the bottle. 


A 


Then Mom showed me the label, and T couldnt 


believe they can even get away with thet. 


: " 5 
ifhefond you buy, you have to read the list of 


Marinara pasta T had in the cart were full of all 
sorts of CHEMICALS. i 


because Tve seen the Chef Marinara ads on — 
sion +t hi aks 


in Old 


42 


Then T started to wonder if Rotten Rudy was à 


|o BOOKS + BERRY SONANZa PEG 


She explained that sometimes packaged food 


kids +o want their products. And T think shes 
right, because before we left the house today, 


Manny was watching st episede of “The Mucples 


of Rock Candy Crunch cereal. 


family, she checks the labels and doesnt buy es 
hi vie : ] 

Then she said the best thing to do is buy food — 

with only ONE ingredient, like fruits and 


45 


E 


Well, T dont know if it’s just my generation, bot 


; p \ , ; 
a cardboard box. Tn fact, if chocolate bars grew — 
nal T 1 "^ TOUC 


But if the people who sell fruits and vegetables E 


[LIN 
CARROT 
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Tues day 
Field Day is tomorrow, and things have realy — 


T , 


have extra time to put together our strategy. 


The homeroom Mrs. Bosh is most worried about Žž — 


is Mrs. Epstein, because shes got a bunch of 
athletes in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse _ 
Range, who stayed back in eighth grade TWICE — 


48 


To make matters worse, _we found out were going 


r 4h GROWN-UPS 
said they wanted to put together their OWN 


And now the lunch ladies are getting inon the = 


asi. so the. cafeteria: has tasially tirhedintaa 


improve their teams chances. Mr. Esper sent 


50 


She even gave. me the job of scouting kids. from -— 
some of the other homerooms to see who we should. 


recruit for OUR team. 


51 


Thorsday 
Mr. Ray gave Jesse Range detention just so he — 
could steal Jesse for his team. 


1. ]EE&EE 


LE > 


So that meant Mr. R team was 
STACKED, and EE IE ORTE 
chance. 


Before Field Day ki CE, Mes. Eoste 
e a Ae 
H d make some last-minute adjustments. — 


in T still couldn't figure ovt why she wanted me. 
and those other two kids instead of Jesse Range. 


52 


T was only signed up for one event, which was — 


made things kind of awkward 


LIGHT. 
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Me and Madison took first place, and. our team was 
few minutes later when Marcello Romera rolled an 
ankle in the sack race. T+ turns out the lunch 


ladies had left some POTATOES in a few of the 


the middle of events. So Mrs. Epstein told me T. 


was gonna have to fill in for him. 


of banged up from the three-legged race. But T 
à [ T^^ MOTIVATED 


54 


The fastest Tve ever run was when T got chased 


been timing me that day, T wouldve clocked in at 
CHEETAH speed. 


But it turns out he get paid to take a dive, and 


hadn't caught him red-handed after the race 
accepting his payment behind the school 


The rest of Mr. Ray's team was cheating, too, . 
Those kids had stored their water balloons in 


he ca d ahg the on ason the 


got CAUGHT because George Ralston knocked 
Mikey Ardalla out cold with a bad throw in the 


victories in the water-bucket relay and the 


sponge toss, so then THEY +took the lead. 


The janitors’ team started moving, up in the 


during the wheelbarrow race. 


for SURE, but the lunch ladies outlasted them — 


ee 


When we got back +o our classrooms after — = 


cafeteria ladies were the ones to win the day off 


Friday 
I ! f i 
to sleeping in. 


But as soon as Mom found ovt 


she filled it up with a bunch of appointments that 


an ad fun. So T told her the. truth, which _ B 
was that it totally STUNK. 


l à 
ven » oe ere 


part of a team, 


60 


But T tol d her T was. on à team. for Field Day, TE 


iie pus S. T could. 


But Mom said what she's talking about is being = 
S f } : ; : 


were when she played sports in middle school. 


mb, —- 


SR 2 
fI — ul 
-— 


part of a 
her, and 

those skills for the rest of your life, 
especially in your JOB. 


62 


That sounds a little corny to me, but T guess T 


Mom said she wants me to give team sports one — 
| "m ` à 


bug me about it anymore. So T told her Td think 
it over, but really Tnm just hoping she forgets ino 


a day or two. 
: . 
IMPORTANT +hings in life. 


63 


Tf you can throw. a baseball at 100 miles per hour, 


poster on their wall 


Tre always wondered how sports got started in 


war, and T guess they decided + 
needed to fi igure out a way they could. sett! e their — 


peaceful solution. - c = 


a d ASA 
=, & Nac 
SEC 

T A i 
S 


NETANE 
E POR 


But over time, sports EVOLVED, and nowadays - 
youe got team mascots ahd cheerleaders and 
professional athletes 


65 


Tre only been to one professional sports match in 


m hd that was when my dad took me into 


itself, but 


TL dont remember much about the game i 


Dad didnt want to spend money to park near ăŻŽ 


But T drank WAY +oo much soda, and on our 
walk to the stadium, I knew T had to find a 


bathroom or T was gonna wet my pants. 


66 


Dad didnt want to stop at one of the porta- 


the way to the stadium, so T beg ged him to let — 
me pull over. 
| 


I : : : [; 

it was my turn. But T wished Dad had given me _ 

were like inside, because T wouldve just HELD it. 
CERERI. 


gus inm 


T+ was a Smart move making that et stop, 


we. missed the whole. first quarter of the game S 


es mem 
at T TLPITIJ Re Hee 


there were some guys sitting in them. And it took. 
forever to sort THAT ovt. 


EE 
ETAN 
b 


or 
n 


D 
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Y dont know why they even bother to have. seats, 
because no one was SITTING in them anyway. — 
And most of the people in our section were too big- 


for somebody my height to. see around. 
eo 


Since T couldnt see the field, T had no idea what 
was happening. And Dad was too wrapped up in 


i T could see the game if T 
just watched it on the Jumbotron, which is this 
giant screen that hangs high above the field 


69 


Whenever there was a pause in the action P they 3 


T knew there was no chance of me winning, Fan of 


Gane i£ T uas behi 1 of : 


really hammed it up for the cameras,  — 


p 


ae spent my money on popcorn and one of those " 


noise that shook the whole stadium. 


After X was sure the coast was clear, a went to 


our tickets. 


people in that stadium, and everyone looked the 
same from behind. Plus, the game was tied, and the 


| | SECTION 303 


i er saw me wandering around the 
concourse ahd brought me +o the Child Finder 


Station 


75 


They asked me a few questions about who T was and 


please come 


to the Child 


Finder Station |- 


in Concourse B 


Then I. z ] Ed af 
the Game, so T made the most of my opportunity. 


74 


Frank Heffley 


| pleasecome | 
i uf 
Finder Station = 
in Concourse B 


But Y don't remember going to another game after 


75 


What really stuck with me_about that day was how 
fans. And T think our church could learn a few — 


lessons from the. professional sports experience. —— 


altar servers, they should dim the lights and play 


AND NOW... ALL THE WAY 
FROM ST. MARY’S SEMINARY 
IN BALTIMORE... 


f i RTS of crazy stuff you 
jo for entertainment. č  ž  ž 


But the biggest upgrade to the church experience 


li ke they were closer to the action. 
ae 


YOU'VE BEEN SELECTED FOR A 


PEW UPGRADE! 


SC Seb. 
rh ad cya rii 


78 


Plus, they could use the Jumbotron to encourage 


the donation basket around. 


RE 
| 


+ 


nm 


OCTOBER 
Tuesday 


making me join a team, but she's been pressuring — 


E 


T tried 


wont even have o leave their couches to compete. 
But T guess shes too old to get excited about — 


YOU'VE TAKEN 
THE GOLD! 


One of the reasons |. haven't decided on what. o 
i L } 

GOOD at anything. 

ii , : 5 b 


out which sport is right for me. 


And all T can think of was the time at lunch 


asen T lahde halleden napkin i Tusha = 


D 


Some people were even saying they should pet a 


N 
FROM THIS SPOT o 


reg Heffle 
TOSSED A NAPKIN INTO A GLASS 
RAY FROM A 
EO 


| ON A MOVING T) 


T thought my napkin shot proved T had some 
T iid 


for the basketball team. 
\ , : 


her team was really GOOD. Then she said maybe 
basketball skills run in our family 


83 


Mom said what mattered was that Td be a part 
of a TEAM. Then she went 4o her computer to 
figure ovt how to sign me up to play. __ 
RH M : X s 

I picked basketball. 


Pld aes. ds eten sah fin ly get Man a ag 


8t 


Sunday 
When T got to the gym for basketball tryouts 


meant twenty kids would make me of the two Žž 


was when we did a basketball unit in Phys Ed last 


year. And that only lasted two days. 


On top of that, the school’s only basketball was 
deflated, and the Phys Ed teacher couldnt find 


use balloons instead. 


made me a little nervous. - 


T was worried T could end -up making one of the — 
teams | then Td have to play 
EERE E about actually Lies, 


badly on PURPOSE just in case. 
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But my plan went out the window when Mom came 
ee" fort. 


HI, 
SWEETIE! 
V ————^ 


They split us up into four groups to do drills in 


with the hand-eye coordination thing, so T kept - 


dribbling it off my shoe. 
OPS! 


& & 
BOUNCE BOUNCE 
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So T tried to stay behind the guys with the 


clipboards, and the other kids who stunk started 


After we dribbled with our right hands for a few 


minutes, the guy in charge of our group said it was. 
time to switch +o our LEFT hands. T thought he- 


was joking, and T actually LAUGHED. — 


hands, but not me. In fact, my left hand is 
practically USE LESS. = 


One time T sprained my right wrist and T had 
to take a test ad i f+ hand. And 
L think T à "n 

ili TH 


40 


7. Who developed the theory of gravity? — 


queue. 
94 


O is . m j 
switched to free throws. And T really wished 
T hadr’ \ . 
BALLOON Es Mn | 
effort T needed to put into my shot 


A 


Ih 


e 


n 


A. think Mom could see T wasnt doing So great, 


so whenever one of the evaluators got near 0 
> . O ER . 


struggling. 


ER THREE J 


BACKBOARD! 


i the end of the night, it was pretty obvious — 


get the final spot, because they made the bottom 


say is it wasnt PRETTY. 


Tuesday 


When L got home from school yesterday, my plan — 


surprised when T walked into the kitchen: 


prove it. - 


during the student-teacher basketball game last — 
year, Preet totally DOMINATED. — 


44 


pn 
go to his uncles funeral, and the rule was xmi if 
u couldnt be on a team. ——- 


15 


So Mr. Patel made a NEW team with Preet plus 


all the kids who got cut, just so his son could play 


this season 


Well, T wasnt happy to hear THAT. T thought. 
T was off the hook for basketball, and now all 
of a sudden T was on an actual team. And T 
knew there was no way Mom was letting me ovt of 
this, either. 
Our first practice was tonight at the elementary — 


school. And when Mr. Patel saw our team assembled - 


FS 


TW nur 


My teammates were the kids who were in that last - 


scrimmage at tryouts, and T already knew a few of 


part of that trade deal with me on Fiel d Day. 


DARREN 


WOOD 


MARCUS 


WOOD 


ce) 
We also had Edward M who hasn't said a 


word since second grade, and Kevin Pomodoro, 


à 


sain (SeLASKSHD) 
aK KEVIN 


EDWARD -C 
a POMODORO 


17 


L guess its always good +o have a litte height on 


ey. size and put them in "The Cave. a 


YUSEF 
MESKIN 


attacked one of the evaluators at the GIRLS 


tryouts for writing her number down — 


Anyway, T wouldnt have blamed Preet or his dad 


us. But Mr. Patel gathered the team around him so 
he could give a SPEECH. 


Mr. Patel said that we might not have the most 
talented team, but we were going to outwork — — 


Preet how to play, maybe he could teach the 
REST of us, +oo. 


En C i : 
instead of the GYM 


n 


Mr. Patel explained that the two other teams — 
d 


booked all the gym time for the season, so we were. 
gonna have to make do with the LEFTOVERS. 


basketball when we didnt have a HOOP, but 
Mr. Patel said that we were gonna start with the 


"TT 
3o passing. But with all the tables set up in the 
^e ; [ 


Even though we were trying our hardest, Mr. 


made a mistake, he'd make us run wind sprints +o 


But that just made us tired, so we made even. — 


running as a punishment, because all it does is make 


kids hate +o run. 


101 


And T doubt the track coach forces his team +o 


it makes you SWEAT. My theory about sweat 
acte its yit ndi warf Selling. caia — 
But when L shared my thoughts with Mr. Patel 


he just made me run more wind sprints. 0 


102 


When T get in the car after practice , Mom. wanted 
to hear all about it. T told her how our team was — 


weren't gonna be any good this season 


But M dT: f ; 
on this team, which got me WORRIED. an = 
kid dreams about hitting the big shot to win the 


gane for ia cae but there's a FLIP side. And 


There’s a guy in my town named Anthony Grow, . 


whos our towns bi iagest rival. 


TET was Anthony, Td just move to Slacksville, - 
because over there hes a HERO. 


“The Miss” 


I . [ ina. Mon ! ae 
worried about messing up like Anthony Grow, —— 


MORE nervous about things, 0 


Mom had been the backup point guard on her — 
middle-school basketball team, and in the 
championship game, the regular point guard got 
HURT. So with the score tied in the fourth __ 


105 


Mom said she actually did pretty well, but with 
x. ds P S 
she had to heave the ball up at the buzzer, and 


her shot came up short 


LE 


JE W 1 : 
wile City MEN 
A 4 p 


Mom s ^ because it 0 
taught her to deal with failure and made her a 


But Td be willi f 
teammates just wished she hadn't CHOKED. — 


106 


Thursday 
decided on basketball as my sport because the 
schedule is BRUTAL. 


on Saturday and another on Sunday. And on top 


of all that, Tm supposed to keep up with my — 
homework and get enough sleep to make it through 
School the next day. 


x : 


When T made the basketball team, Mom went out 


and bought a backboard and hoop for above the 


extra -shots on the nights T di dnt have practice. - 


because the second it went up, the teenagers JB. 


: 
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Ever Since they took down the outdoor hoops —— 
at our school, there haven't been a lot of places 
house, and Dad has to park down the street —— 
when he gets home from work, Žž 


i as 


Dad told Mom he wanted to take the hoop down, 
but Mom said she was iim 


outdoors having fun. —— 0 0 


p cl 
And when we're heading +o hed for the night, 


107 


Lately, Moms been trying to give them a hint 


teenagers a rent real good at taki ng hints, 


So a few nights ago, Mom turned the lights off 


110 


Last night, Dad reached his breaking point and -. 


iu 


Another reason Tve been so tired lately is because 


l MEA , 


to wait until the other two teams are done with Žž 


THEIR practices before we can start ours. 0 


On our first night at the gym) Mr. Patel forgot . 


142 


T+ had been a long time since any of us. had —— 


played with that stuff, and all of a sudden we 


We even made up a whole new game that used -— 


fun than basketball. 


Mr. Patel told us we were there +o play basketball, 


not to goof around. Then he made us put 


and a peach basket, and now its popular all over 


like Mr. Patel, it probably never would've happened. - 


DOINK R 
l | 


And TI bet Mr. Patel’s gonna feel pretty dumb — 


H [ RolerBouling 7. 
World Championships 


the closet, Mr. Patel lined us up at the foul line 


us the right way to shoot, most of us couldn't get 
the hang of it. 


After missing a bunch of times in a row, T was 


pean OnLine So-T shot meat 


not, it went IN. 
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My teammates were pretty i impressed, and after 
that, EVERYONE tried making a backward shot. 


But Mr. Patel shut THAT down, too. ——— =f 


But I guess Mr. Patel thought T was being a 
smart aleck, so he made me run wind sprints until _ 


M8 


On the first few nights we just worked on stuff 


gonna get to actually PLAY. But right when we 


u? 


But Mr. Patel said that we had +he gym until ——— 


Things started to get litte HEATED, but then 
Mr. Patel came up with a solution. He said we could 
play those guys in a scrimmage, and whoever won — 


could have the court 


were in the best shape, and T thought we mi ight 
be able +o take them. 


T+ took a long time for the Mens League to 
warm up. T. thought they were getting cold feet 
and were just STALLING, — | 
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got started. We won the tip-off and- fig red 


Those Men's League guys might not have been 
super athletic, but they knew how +o PLAY. And- 


The whole +ime, they never stopped TALKING. 


And T hate to admit it, but they. were really 


Tt was all corny stuff that only grown-ups would. 
talked, the more we struggled 
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YOU REACH, 
(00 X I TEACH! 


A o 


if TM BREAKIN’ 
ANKLES OUT HERE! 


TM CALLING \qp 
BANK! à 


The person who was getting the most frustrated 


stick it to these guys. 
But they had figured ovt that Preet was our only. 
good player, and whenever he'd get the ball, they. 


were all over him. 


the other end of the court for what should ve been - 
an easy layup. a think Preet wanted to make a — 


We were all pretty excited to see Preet throw it 
down. But T guess he needs To grow a few more 
inches before he's ready for that: 
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TX. thought Preet jest rolled his ankle and he'd be 


at the gym tonight, he was on 


CRUTCHES. 


stuck coaching this team for the rest of the season. 


And Tm sure hed rather be spending his free time _ 


B aha [ ice, Mr. P. 
a speech. He said injuries are a part of the game, - 
and the rest of us were gonna have to step vp. 
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Then he ran us thraigh sane playedhat wert —— 


with five on three 


to score. We started 
could make a 


basket. So we went to five on two, and then five - 
on one, and we STILL couldn't score. — 


We finally hit a shot when it was five on ZERO, 


but the play didnt go the way Mr. Patel drew it 
up. So if we actually score in our first game this 
d 


weekend, it’ gonna be by blind LUCK, 


At the end of Practice, Mr. Patel said he had a 


& Se 
miei 


7 Y 


128 


But there was something DIFFERENT about — 


the jerseys, because now there was a logo 


sponsor for the season was Marconis Sub Shop. HB 


guess it was tough finding a good sponsor, because 
t M tos , 
code. Violations. 
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Saturday 


1 : f , 


asked everyone to get there a half hour early so 
we could go over the plan and warmup. — 


Mr. Patel showed us a few new plays he designed, 


to draw up. T just hoped the other guys on 
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While we were going over the plays, the stands _ 
started filling up. T. was nervou. to lay in front 
of a crowd, but it turns ovt T didnt need to Žž 
worry about it. Because when Coach Patel put in 


a Ee ET qna 


We were playing against Franklin, which is a town 


Things got off 4o a rocky start when Franklin 
woh. n e tip-off and took i+ all the way 


Kevin Pomodoro was our point guard, because he’s = 


handed, because every time he needed +o yell out — 
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Our team was trying its best to follow Coach - 


pure confusion out there. 


SCRATCH 


Coach Patel started yelling at the kids on — 
the bench like what was happening out there —— 


looking fors " 


Coach Patel started subbing kids out of the game, 


prayed hed forget T was there. 


Even though the elementary school gym iS our 


ADVANTAGE. Fi ç \ ; 
seventy years old, and there are all sorts of dead. 
spots on the floor. So even when someone oh our — 


end up losing their dribble. 
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Whoever designed the gym did a lousy job, because 
5 H ^ 


ing their LIFE. 


out of bounds is ris 


close to the baseline. And in the first quarter, 
" l A. 


Formika pattern abies the guys who used the 


threw a bad pass and the ball 
landed in the URINAL. 


know what they pay those guys, but whatever it 
is it’s not um 7 


Believe it or not, my team managed to score a «——. 


handful of buckets. But when the buzzer went — 
off, the score was 38—6. T was just glad that 
Coach Patel didnt put me in, because if he had, T 


Tre played enough sports to know that when the 


the other team and say it wa 
that's exactly what T DID. 


Coach Patel told us to meet in the. locker room so - 


we had to settle for the men's bathroom. And 


CHANGING 
STATION 


But that didnt stop Coach Patel from launching 


inta his halftime speech as saan as he stepped dn 


sas tral os listh Ana Spence da baton 
Because i if you ask me, T think halftime should 


be a VACATION from the gam 
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But Coach Patel started by going over everything 


) T. 


To win. 


Scottish warriors from a long time ago. He said 


He said if we followed the game plan, maybe WE 


was a pretty good. speech, because b ) the dime we 
left that bathroom we were ready to go to WAR. 


second half started, So everyone. used the chance 


to rehydrate. 


the drinks for the first game, so we all helped 
ourselves to bottles of water from the cooler. 


im 


But T guess the Woodleys never cleaned out their 


Coach kept Yusef in for the whole first half, — — 


is j But I wished he hadn't wrung it out 
into the COOLER, because there were still some - 
bottles of water in there 


Things got so out of control in the fourth Žž 
gatter that Coats Patel put msi the restat 


team a : Eo mm duci geri, he mostVe — 


To be honest, T can't even remember what the 
Hol stare was. AILT remember uis dhatan — — 


different plays, and that T should've got more — 


playi ng time. 


The only thing Dad said was that if this was 


GOLF we wouldve won, because we had the lowest 


feel better, but it didnt really work. 
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Sunday 4 
about that. Because in my experience, sports just - 
tears us APART. 


The people in my town don't like the surrounding 


the town we hate the most is Slacksville, because — 


1 a X " * ^ f 1 
born. And whenever an old-timer in my town 


RECKON I GOTTA GO 

INTO SLACKSVILLE 

TO GET MY VACUUI 
CLEANER FIXED. 


My town’s issues with Slacksville goa lot deeper 
than SPORTS, though. About a hundred years 
to get a jewel ry factory 


ago, we were supposed 
in our town, which would've brought in a lot of — 


jobs and_money. But some bigwigs from Slacksville - 
: . 


factory from vs. 
/ 


TOWN CLERK 


+o show for ourselves is an abandoned drive-in — — 


. is Sub S] 
those guys. And since we can beat them in sports, 


we have to be CREATIVE 
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Last year, the _state was -planning on p utting a 


to put the d ump in Slacksville. instead. And Tve — 


(al f (3 


PEE "| — 
Css i m 


T+ seemed like things were gonna change a few 
months back when the aay i of Slacksville called. —— 


Loaded ai 
hi [s ; 


donate the wood. 


i7 


The timing, was great, because our town was —— — 


afford to do the bonfire this year anyway. 


Slacksville with piles of lumber. And they even set 


But right before we lit the fire on the Fourth. NS 


chemical ly treated, so we couldn't burn it because. 


The next called the r 
VERON ENT URN RS AE 


thei lre d was full of 


c 


So now weve get à giant pile of rotting lumber 
in the middle of our town park and 4his fall 
to play their soccer games 


AROUND i+. 


iss ^ C 
P Ma 


of animals moved into the woodpile, and everyone —. 
: for ki 


? aying near it. 


Tq 1 ig ^ * m f 

was in Slacksville. T got a queasy feeling when 
we drove past the sign, because T hadn't been 
there in YEARS. 


IL ~I 
| ugtcoMi 


ACKSVILLE 


"Jewelrytown i 


> 


Our game was at Slacksville High, and their gyn — 


on the floor. 


people started booing during warm-ups. 
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Only a few of. our parents showed up to cheer vs 


Dad +o Manny's preschool play. 


she knew what was in store for our team in = 


a 3 = T o 3 
— Bic alt fo hc —, 
H y 
om 7 EN 
um o X 
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There was ah empty space a few rows up in the 


that T wasnt from Slacksville and give me a hard — 


off to another terrible start. Slacksville started the 


they stole the ball and hit ANOTHER one. And 
before long, they were ahead by twenty points. 


T thought that once they built up a lead they'd 
start to take i 

in Slacksville is still sore over the garbage dump, 
because they never let up 
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They started running a full-court press, which 


because those Slacksville kids were all OVER us. 


975 EA 
pie E T 


Y 


SA ar 


SO, S 
ane 


Every once in à while my team would get the e 


By halftime, the score was 52—0O, and T. was 


hoping the refs would use the mercy rule and end — 
But T ; hdst 


thing in basketball. 
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Coach Patel gave another speech, bot this one -— 


wasn’t about Scottish armies or anything like — 


that. T+ was about PRIDE. 


i r TOWN. "Then he seid 


we shouldnt even look at the score, because the — — 


DO D E R 
FOUGHT. 


But a few. kids on. my team took. Coach Patel —-— 
a 
started, our team was ready to fight for REAL. 


Yusef got things started by throwing an elbow, — 


But the refs had BIGGER problems to deal 


and the next thing you knew they were +h rowi! ng 


The refs went into the bleachers to break it up, — 
so I decided to make myself Some. room on the 


But T wished T had stayed where T was, because - 
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The Slacksville coach pulled his starters to give — 


them a rest, and he put in his bench players, doo. 


Coach Patel told our team +o run one of the plays 


So the Slacksville coach pet all his starters task in 
points, and it seemed like c nothing we 


could do +o stop 4 them. 


zi Just ran up and down the court and tried to 


ONE MIRO ak PY e a 
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The ref pet me at the free throw line and gave — 
the stuff Coach Patel taught us about shooting 


technique, because everyone's eyes were on me. 


And the Slacksville crowd wasn't exactly making it 
ee CONCENTRATE. 


T think fans should have to be QUIET when a — 


player's trying +o shoot a free throw, but when — 
Tried to get them to be more respectful, it 


didn't work. 


T totally whiffed my shot, and the crowd let me 


hear about it. But at least it 


was OVER, 


EE: LI, 


Then the ref gave me the ball and told me 4o shoot 


it turns ovt that when theres 
a shooting foul, you get TWO shots. 7 0 


shooting it backward to at least have a CHANCE. 


After that, T was ready to ge back to my. spot 


thing a player | is supposed to do. 


MEALY! 
YOU'RE UP! 


GUN Pam 


ee o 


S j : } f 
long it was 18—2. Then one of their players hit a 
three-pointer, so now they had 101 points. But — 
} ' ee 
each team, so all of a sudden it looked like we were. 
AHEAD. Em — 


So we started going CRAZY on the bench $ and - 


that really ticked off the Slacksville crowd. — 


i ith PRIDE, and we locked it down on 
the defensive end. 


167 


Slacksville managed to get past us, and they à 


they had LAPPED us. 


NOVEMBER 


d 


got better and we won a few games during the 


things just got worse and worse as the season __ 


went on. 


And that turned into a problem, because in our — 


electrical tape from Yusef's jersey stuck +o his face. 


Then when the kid's mom removed the tape, she 


differently. And Tm not sure he really appreciated. 
her advice. 
HAVE. YOU TRIED PLAYING 


ZONE. DEFENSE? BECAUSE 
MAYBE THAT WOULD HELP! 


Somewhere along the line, the other teams’ coaches. 


that didnt change the RESULTS. 


points, and it wasnt good for our self-esteem. So 
the league made. some rule changes to help keep —— 


things under control. 


The new rules said that i head by. 
twenty or more points, you had to pass five times 
before you took a shot 


iA 


And that did actually keep the score down, but it 


things, like only dribbling with their left hands — 


But the Scores were STILL lopsided, so halfway 
\ . ; 
they dropped us down a whole age group, and — 


ANOTHER level 
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And there's nothing like having -yaur butt handed 


By the end of the season, only Mom and a few — 


After our last game, we had an end-of-season E 


his restaurant still wasnt officially open and he 


This cer "fécct e is presented to 
j Greg Heffley = 


for trying to learn a new sport 
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After we had cake P Coach Patel gave a speech. = 


He said that we might not have won any games, — 
but he was proud of us for trying our hardest and. 


never giving up 


werent any future professional athletes on our team, 
y T 


XC. - ~ d 
E A) h! 


same way. But the one person who couldnt let it 
3o was MOM. 
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Before Mr. Patel got in his car +o leave, Mom told 


showed him a flyer shed printed ovt 


U I wn iI 


Because there's a 
~ winner in everyone! 

FIRST, because the last thing T wanted was to — 

play more BASKETBALL. But luckily Mr. Patel 


felt the same way. 
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Mr. Patel told Mom that our team was hopeless at 


basketball and he wasnt willing to put us through 
ahy rore misery. And even though it sounded a 


little harsh, Mom didnt argue with hi 
H 


house. T thought this was one of those end-of- 
lo : : 

watch a movie or something but it was a whole — 
other THING. 


MORES E 
FO) eb oi NS 


e Oise 


Ce Qr 9) 


Everyone get kind of excited » because these 


this time, so Im guessing Mom paid for these out 
of her own pocket. 
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On the front of each Jersey was the picture of — 


HUSKIES, just like her middle-school basketball _ 


EA 


relive her glory days through US, but T didnt 
really care. Because like T said, those uniforms — 


were NICE 


M ; "E 
WINNERS. And that sounded a whole lot better 
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Thursday 
The bi 7 ] 
But after our first practice, Tim kind of glad we - 
DON'T. 


Moms coaching style is completely different from 


One of the exercises was supposed to help us get to 


to tell everyone something about > yourself. So when i 
was my turn to throw the ball, T said ener 
mint chocolate chip ice cream, 000000000000. 


started TALKING. He told us | 
f : ^) like is 
turtle that he got for his birthday. 


After that, we played some actual basketball. Mom. 


tried teaching us a few plays that her team used — 


were having trouble getting the hang of things. — 
(OOF) 


I didn't think the fact that we were terrible was - 


such a BAD thing. T ve seen a bunch of those 
movies about teams who are underdogs, but then — 


make any money because they're not the ones 
à So T Ve been thinkina that if 


turn indo one of those teams that inspires a movie, 


TM gonna be the one to cash in. 
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So before Practice tonight L pet together a — 


T hereby authorize - 


sequels, throughout the universe and in = 


_ perpetuity. 


SIGN HERE 


RIBBLE 
SCRIBBLE 
Y 
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All we need to do NOW is win this tournament so 


the poster in my head 


Sunday 
The Second Chance “Tournament was halfway across. 


burned ovt on basketball, because none of them 


So yesterday Mom rented a big van to get the 


chance wed play for two day So everyone had to 
PEE bag. i 
V wwooM > 


~ 


JO e 


Sae kidepasked WAVE doa tel Paced 

Yusef brought two loaves of bread and a bunch of - 
sump oq c alisa backpack fllad with, 
chocolate-covered raisins. 
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Jabari brought his video game system anda 


electrical system +o handle, because we had to — 


REPAIRS 
D> WHILE-U-WAIT 
fe 


Ya 


e 


chocolate-covered raisins all by himself. And even 
though we left two hours earlier than we needed. 


Since this was a big competition, L thought it 
would be held at a college campus or a convention — 
center or something. 
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So T was pretty disappointed when we pulled up 


When Mom went to the desk to register, she get 
up with ANOTHER name. And T guess Mom was 


The games were being held ina big open area thet 


written on it, and Lm not sure if it was for US 


or for the prisoners. 


I- l 
MESS HALL RULES 
x] 1. No sharp objects 
smi 2. No swearing 


à es = a» SS 
The c re side by side, ich meant there 
wasnt any room for fans to watch the games. 
But that was OK, because it looked like nobo 
ELSE'S parents had come to this thing, either. _ 


Our opponents were already warming up on Court - 
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Their team was lousy on defense, so we scored a 


score was 3/—30, Mathlete All-Stars. 


get a win, and we blew it. Plus, we felt a little 


shocking. She said that in the Second Chance 
Tournament, you p ayed until you WON, 
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That meant the Mathletes were going home » end | 


VEDI FEA DURUM F 


Mom checked the results for the first-round games 


+o see who we were facing next. The name of the — 
team was the Brawlers, which sounded a little more 
intimidating than the Mathletes. - 


When we got our first look at these guys» we 
knew we were in trouble. 


T dont think the refs wanted to get in the middle 


Since there wasn’t a lot of actual basketball being — 


Brawlers edged us ovt in the end, and the final 


score was 6—5. —— -— 


Our team was pretty gassed from playi two 


to face a team called the Stage Whisperers in the- 
third round, and they looked tired, too. 


125 


TX couldn't figure out what the deal with these zí 

e Re ete: playing. They must've 
group at their school 

ie Du 


Every time one of our players would get anywhere. 
NEAR one of those guys they'd flop and act .— 


33—17. And if we had pan game after 


that, T don't think we could've actually done it. 
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Luckily the next round wasnt until the morning, So 


But T guess Mom didn't think wed still be playing 
hi P | à 


only two left in the hotel. 


From the way my teammates were acting, ni doubt 
security on. them a bunch of times. 


But T DIDN'T, and that was a big mistake. 
Because one of them started an ice cube fight and _ 


fee ated cnt a, 


So we spent the next two hours outside in the 


reset the alarms. 


Then she told everyone about how it felt to Žž 


to change the outcome. Mom said she didnt want 


between Moms team and our team was that her 


we were | e 
truth is, we didnt really need The extra motivation. 


Yesterday morning, when we showed up at the 
tournament t nobody knew who we were. But — 
after setting off the fire alarm last night, 

EVERYONE did. 
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A 
i — =) 
din 


ovt for REVENGE. They were the only all-girl 
team in the whole tournament, and T guess they 


Th the third quarter, Mom had 4o take Ruby 
out of the game to give her a rest. But T really — 
because i+ was like th rowing raw meat to a bunch 


of WOLVES 


All T. know is that we lost, and they got to , i 
home. 


STATE PEN 
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a have no idea om the asd lasted so | lang in 


were TOUGH. But when T saw the two teams 
who were still fighting for the chance to go 


The two teams left were the original Huskies 


with no subs. So even though they put up a good. 


fi ight, they ran out of gas at the end. And 
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SE: should ve. figured this ovt a lot sooner, but — 
know for sure that they were the worst team in — 


the state. 


So we all wanted +o win the last game, but nobody 


wanted it more than MOM. And before we —— 0 
some last-minute changes to the lineup. 


Preet was wearing some sort of boot, so T guess 


that meant he didn't need crutches anymore, — 


Mom asked Mr. Patel what they were doing here, _ 


Luckily jersey in her bag, and 
she gave it to Preet to suit up. Then she put him 
in the starting lineup and t i 
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Mom threw out all of our plays and replaced them 


had a play we could UNDERSTAND. 


The ref blew the whistle +o start the game, and 
we won the opening tip-off. Yusef passed the ball 


rest of us on TWO. 
EN 


every time he scored, + 


easy basket at the other end of the floor. 
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Just before halftime, something really AWFUL . 


stepped on their poi nt guards foot. with his boot. 
YS 


because for some reason that’s what youre supposed 


to do in that situation 


207 


But now the Funky Dunkers were down to four — 


Dunkers didnt have a full team, were gohha 
have to FORFEIT. And T think their coach was 
totally fine with that. 


But Mom WASN'T. She said if we were gonna 


she said she'd send one of OUR 4 


T guess the other coach figured he had nothing — 


to lose, so he agreed. Then he said hed take — 
PREET. But the head ref said MOM should be 
the one +o decide which player to send +o the 
other team. And after thinking it over for a 
minute she picked ME 
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To be honest, T was kind of shocked, because —— 
T never expected to get traded by my owh 
MOTHER. But as T walked toward the other 
team’s bench, she whispered something in my ear = 


YOU'RE MY 
DA 
Well, now T was TOTALLY confused. T wanted - 


including putting on someone elses UNIFORM. 
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When the second half started, a got out on the 


floor and acted like T. was trying my hardest. — 


So when Preet missed a three-pointer and. the. ball. 


to ME. 


Pe 


because all of a sudden my former teammates were 
all OVER me. 


The clock was ticking down, and the Funky 


she didn exactly look like she was root na for me. 


fo» lay, 


AF ANG 4 

SEIN ae 4 
DEDE) 
A 


Thats hen T realized why Mom sent me to the 


was some sort of "secret weay 
T STONK, and she knew Td blow it for the 
other team. 


But by then T honestly didnt CARE. T just 


little space 
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So T chucked it with. all my might. p e m 


a Se [o — 


E H ei F R 
£ xs £ Ly 
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And when the ball went dra the net at the 
eher sde of he curt, yon cal ear a ph ep 


T 


H q 
Y “aly 


My shot was good for three points, which pet the 


ô 8 
HOP HoP 


Th fact, T was thinking that this would make a 
MOVIE. So Y x A 
signatures from my new teammates. 


went out for ice cream. And we were having So 
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I uae 
' Greg Heffley and: sports: 
just don’t, 


User: a | dienitróy field day’. ' 
| | competitionatschool,Greg 
' decides that when it comes ' 
[| gn athletic career, he's. | 
‘F " officially retired. But,after |, 
Ch [his morn, ürges'him to give ' 
;Sports ‘one ‘more chance, . | 
' reluctantly ‘agrees’ to‘ 
i up, for basketball. « 


‘Tryouts are a mess, and Gregi is sure he won't make the cut But he 
tinexpectedly lands, a i spat on one at the, town: 's teams: MM 
As Greg d his new teseanatal start the’ season, ihe ir 
‘of Min 2 a single game look slim. But 
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